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Chrift the Example of . Miniſters 


John XIII. 15, 16. For 7 have given you an Exaryile, 
that ye ſhould ao as T have aone to you. Verily verits? & 
Jay unto you, The Servant is not greater than his Lan 
| neither be that ts ent, greater than he that ſent bim. ©”. 
E have in this Context, an Account of oneaf 
the many very remarkible Things that Pazd 
that Night wherein Chrift was betrayed (which 
was on many Arcounts the moſt remarkable Night thas 
S ever was) viz. Chrift's waſhing bis D:ſciple*s Feet z what 
Aion, as it was exceeding wonderful in itſelf, fo it tm 
nifeftly was ſymbolical, and repreſented ſomething elſe Jar - 
more Tmportant and more wonderful, even that greatht 
and moſt wondertul of all Things that. ever came to \. 
which was accomplifhed the next Day 1n his laſt Sufferizs. © 
There were three ſymbolical Repreſentations given of 
reat Event this Evening ;. one in the Pzflover, which 
briſt now partook of with his Diſciples ; another in 4x 
Lord's Supper, which he inſtituted at this Time ; 4d. 
another in this remarkable Action of his waſhing his Dil 
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ple's Feet. Waſhing the Feet of Gueſts was the Office of 
Servants, and one of their meaneſt Offices: And therefore 
was fitly choſen by our Saviqur to repreſent- that great 
Abaſement which he was to be\the Subject of in the Form | 
of a Servant, in becoming obedient unto Death, even that | 
| ignominious and accurſed Death of the Croſs, that he might 
cleanſe the Souls of his Diſciples from their Guilt and ſpi- 
irval Pollution. | 
This ſpiritual waſhing and cleanfing of Believers was 
the End for which Chrift ſo abaſed himſelf and gave him- 
{ſelf for them. Tit. ii. 14. Wbo gave bimſelf for us, that 
© be might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto bimſelf 
a peculiar People. Eph. v. 25, 26, Chriſt loved the Church, 
and gave bimſelf for it, that he might ſanflify and cleanſe it 
{with the wwaſping of Water. —That Chriſt's waſhing bis Dit- 
+ ciple*s Feet, ſignified this ſpiritual waſhing of the Soul, 1s 
| manifeſt by Chriſt's own Words in the 8ch verſe of the 
| Context. Peter ſaith unto bim, Thou ſhalt never waſh my 
Feet. TFeſus anſwered him, If I waſh thee not, thou baſt no 
# part with me. Chriſt in being obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs, not only did the part of a Servant 
; unto God, but in ſome ReſpeCts alſo of a Servant unto us. 
| And this is not the only Place where his ſo abaſing him- 
+ {cIf for our ſakes is compared to the doing af the part of 
* © a Servant to Gueſts, We have the like Repreſentation 
; made in Lake xxii. 27. . For whether is greater, he that ſit- 
| geth at Meat, or be that ſerveth? Is not he that filleth at 
| Meat? but I am among you as be that ſerveth. And where- 
in Chriſt was among the Diſciples as he that did ſerve, 
is explain'd in Matt. xx. 28, namely, in his giving bis Life 
8s Ranſom for them. 

When Chriſt had finiſhed waſhing his Diſciples Feet, he 
-* ſolemnly requires their Attention to what he had done, 
44 and commands them to follow bis Example therein. Verie 
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you... Greater love hath no Man than this, that a Man 
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12,17, So after he had waſhed their Feet, and bad'taken 
his Garments, and was ſet down again, be ſaid unto theps, 
Know ye what I have done unto you? Ye call me Maſter and 
Lord, and ye ſay wwell, for ſo I am. If 1 then your Lord and 
Maſter, have waſhed your Feet, ye alſo paar”. to waſe one 
another's Feet : For I have given you an Example, that how 
ſhould do as I bave done to you. Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto 

the Servant is not greater than his Lord, neither b - that 
is ſent, greater than he that ſent him. If ye know theſe Things, 
happy are ye if ye do them. 

When our Saviour calls on his Diſciples to imitate the 
Example he had given them in what he had done, we-are 
to underſtand him, nct meerly by the Example he: 
in the emblematical Aftion, in waſhing his Diſciples Ho 
in it ſelf conſidered 3 but more eſpecially, of that much 
greater A of his that was ſignified by it, in abaſing him»: 
ſelf ſo low, and ſuffering ſo much, for the ſpiritual Cleanfirg 
and Salvation of_ his People, This is what is chiefly Jn- 
fiſted on as the great Example Chriſt has given us to-fol- 
low : So it is once and again afterwards, in the Diſcourſe 
Chriſt had with his Diſciples, this ſame Night, v. 34,'0f 
the Chap. wherein is the Text; A new Commandment 1 
give unto you, that ye love one another ; as I have loved Jos 
that ye alſo love one another. Chap. xv. 12, 13. This is. 
my Commandment, that ye love one another, as 1 have teged. 


down bis Life for his Friends. And fo in 1 Jobs iii. 36. 
Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe be laid down bis 
Life for us; and we ought to lay down our Lives for- Ho 
Brethren. 

Chriſt in the Words of the Text, don't only intent to' 
recommend this Example. of his to - the Diſci ple. as. 
Chriſtians, or ſome of his profeſſing People, but a 
as his Miniſters, This is evident by thoſe Werdabalt ; 
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to enforee this Counſel, Neither be that is ſent, is greater 
than be that fent him. In which Words he manifeltly has 
Frefpett to that great Errand on which he had /ent ther, 
+ when he bid them go and preach the Goſpel to the loſt 
Sheep of the Houſe of/ Iſrael. Mat. x. 5, 6. and on which 
they were to be rt after his Refurreftion, when he (aid 
to them, Go ye- into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. The ſame Errand that Chriſt has reſpect 
Sto John xx. 21. 4s my Father bath ſent me, even ſo. fend 
ou. 
F"And what confirms this is, that Chrift elſewhere re- 
 commends to Officers in his Church, that are in that 
 reſpe& chief among his Followers, the Example which he 
ſet in his abafing himſelf to be as a Servant that miniſters 
[| to Gueſts at a Table, in his giving his Life for us ; Matt. 
| xx. 27, 28. Whoſoever wwill be chief amang you, let bim 
* be your Servant; Even as the Son of Man came not to be 
mumniſtred into, but to miniſter, and to give hisLife a Ran- 
! fom for many, Compare Luke xxii. 25, 26, 27, 28, 
The Work ard Buſineſs of Miniſters of the Goſpel is 
1 as it were that of Servants, to waſh and cleanſe the Souls 
'* of Men: For this is done by the preaching of the Word, 
77 which is their main Buſineſs, Eph. v. 26. That he might 
$i Janifi and cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the 
' ord. 
'' The Words of the Text thus conſidered, do undoubted- 
| | ly lead us to this Concluſion, and teach us this Do&rine, 
- VIZ. 
©. That it is the Duty of Miniſters of the Goſpel, in the 
&: Work of their Miniſtry, to follow the Example of their 
EF: great Lord and Maſter. Ks 
F: And this is what I would by Divine Aſſiſtance make 
=: the Subje&t of my preſent Diſcourle. 
© And I propole to handle this Subjet in the following 
> Mcthod, I, 
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I. I would obſerve wherein Minifters of the Gojel 
ought to follow the Example of Chrift. 


II. Give fome Reafons why they ſhould follow Jig 
1 Example. | 2 


.» ITE. I would endeavour to make a proper Avoid 
| of thole Things to my {:If, and others that are cal. 
this Work of the Miniſtry. | 


»- PF : 
p - 
ds 


IV. Shew what Improvement ſhould be made of « ;M 
by the People of this Church and Congregation. 
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I. Then, I would ſhew wherein Miniſters of the Goji 
? ought in the Work of their Miniſtry, to follow the 'F# 
ample of their great Lord and Mafter Jeſus Chriſt, | *= 
And here, 12 
|. . In general, Miniſters ſhould follow their Lord aad' 
Maſter in all thoſe excellent Virtues, and in that univerfal : 
and eminent Holineſs of Life, which he ſet an Exa n He. 
of in his human Nature, re 
The Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be Perſons of the ok "2 
Spirit that their Lord was of: The ſame Spirit of Has _ 
1 mility and Lowlineſs of Heart; for the Servant is: nat 
| 


greater than his Lord. They ſhould be of the ſame Spirit 
of Heavenly-mindedneſs and Contempt of ' the Glory, ; 
Wealth and Pleaſures of this World : They ſhould be-af | 
the ſame Spirit of Devotion and fervent Love to Gai; 

They ſhould follow the Example of his Prayerfulnefs ; of 
whom we read from Time to Time of 'his retiring from . 
the World, away from the Noiſe and Applauſes of 'ths 
Multicudes, i into Mountains and folitary Places for ſece ret 
Prayer, and holy Converſe with-his Father ; and once ;af 
his riſing up-ia the” og a great while before _ 3 
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and going and departing into a ſolitary Place to pray 3 
Mark i. 35. and another Time, of his going out into 
+7 a Mountain to pray, and continuing all Night in Prayer 
.) God, Luke vi. 12. Minifters ſhould follow Chriſt's 
{{ Example, in his ſtrit, conſtant and inflexible Obſervance 
$1* of the Commands which God had given him, touching 
*i'- what he ſhould do and what he ſhould fay ; he ſpake 
| 2 nothing of himſelf, but thoſe Things which che Father had 
commanded him,thoſe he ſpake, and always did thoſe Things 
Shat pleaſed him, and continued in thorow Obedience 
Rand the greateſt Trials, and through the greateſt Oppoſi- 
” tion that ever there was any Inſtance of, Miniſters ſhould 
1s be Perſons of the ſame quiet Lamb-like Spirit that Chriſt 
| was of, the ſame Spirit of Submiſſion to God's Will, and 
| Patience under Affiictions, and Meekneſs towards Men, of 
' the ſame Calmneſs and Compoſure of Spirit under Re- 
3: proaches and Sufferings from the malignity of evil Men, 
+ of the ſame Spirit of Forgiveneſs of Injuries ; of the ſame 
4: Spirit of Charity, of fervent Love and extenſive Benevo- 
3: lence; the ſame Diſpoſition to pity the miſerable, to weep 
{ with thoſe that weep, to help Men under their Calamities 
- of both Soul and Body, to hear and grant the Requeſts of 
the needy, and relieve the afflifted; the ſame Spirit of 
Condeſcenſion to the poor and mean, Tenderneſs and 
Gentleneſs towards the weak, and great and effetual Love 
to Enemies. They ſhould alſo be of the ſame Spirit of 
Z:al, Diligence and Self-denial for the Glory of God, and 
Advancement of his Kingdom, and for the Good of Man- 
kindz for which Things fake Chriſt went through the 
greateſt Labours, and endured the moſt extreme Sut- 
ferings. | 
2. More particularly ſhould Miniſtres of the Goſpel 
> follow the Example of their great Maſter, in the Manner - 
- 3n which they ſeek the Salvation and Happineſs of _ 


 - 
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Souls of Men. They ſhould follow his Example of Loys 
to Souls: Tho? it be impoſſible that they ſhould loxg - 
them to ſo great a Degree, yet they ſhould have wg * 
lame Spirit of Love to them, and Concern for their Sets 
vation, according to"their Capacity. Love to Men's Souls: 
in Chriſt was far above any Regard he had to his temporal - 
Intereſt, his Eaſe, his Honour, his Meat and Drink ; and 
ſo it ſhould be with his Miniſters. They ſhould have 
the ſame Spirit of Compaſſion to Men under their ſpiritgsl | 

Calamities and Miſeries, that he had of whom we reaÞ 

Mark vi. 34. That when ke came out and ſaw much Peopaty: 
he was moved with Compaſſion towards them, becauſe they? 
were as Sheep not having a Shepherd ; and he began to teazh; 
them many Things. The Word tranſlated moved with Come" 
paſſion, ſignifies, that he was moſt ſenſibly affeted, and 
had his inmoſt Bowels moved with Pity. And again 
we read Luke xix. That when Chriſt was riding | 6 
Feruſalem, that wicked City, but a few Days before his 
Crucifixion, and was come to the Deſcent of the Mount: 
of Olives, where he had a fair View of the City, when ks 
beheld it, he wept over it, on account of the Miſery and 
Ruin they, had brought themſelves into Danger. of 'hy 
their Sin z1 altho* the Sin by whick eſpecially-they had” | 
made themſelves thus miſerable, was their. vile Try 
of him z (for Jeruſalem was a City that had been peg 


liarly injurious to him) and tho' Chriſt knew how cruel] 


paſt, how he there ſhould be ſet at nought, and with great 
malignicy bound, falſlely accuſed and condemned, revile?,. 
{pic upon, ſcourged and . crucified ; | Yet all don't prevet; 
his moſt aff<Riunate Tears of Compaſſion towards ther os 


it, ſaying, 1f thou badſt known, even thou, (thou as wich i J 
as thou-art, and ag yile ro thou haſt been in thy Tres | Fg 


hy 
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ment of me z even thou) the Things which belong unto thy 
Peace! but now they are hid from thine Eyes. (Compare 
Matt. wxiii. 37. and Luke xiii. 34.) One would have 
thought he would have been mure concerned for himſelf 
than Jeruſalem, who had ſuch a dreadful Cup to drink, 
and was tu ſuffer ſuch extreme Things by the Cruelty of 
' Feruſalem that Week. But he as it were forgets his own 
Sorrow and Death, and weeps over the Miſery of his 
ruel Enemies. 
& Minifters ſhould imitate their great Maſter in his fer- 
t Prayers for the good of the Souls of Men. We 
find it to be Chrifts Manner whenever he undertook any 
Thing of ſpecial Importance in the Work of his Miniſtry, 
firſt to retire and pour out his Soul in extraordinary 
Prayer to his Father. Thus when he was about to enter 
on a Journey, and go a Circuit throughout all Galilee to 
preach in their Synagogues, be roſe up @ great while before 
#3 Day, and went out, and departed into a ſolitary Place, and 
13 T2bere prayed. Mark 1. 35 — 39. And when he was about 
to chooſe his twelve Apoſtles, and ſend them out to 
preach the Goſpel, he firſt went out into a Mountain to 
Preys and continued all Night in Prayer to God. Luke 
i. 12. &c, And the Night before his Crucifixion, 
wherein he offered up himſelf a Sacrifice for the Souls of 
Men, he pours out his Soul in extraordinary Prayer, for 
thoſe he was about to die for, as we have an Account 
in obs xvii, That wonderful and moſt affeRting Prayer 
of his, was not ſo much for himſelf as for his People. 
Altho? he knew what amazing Sufferings he was to under- 
go the next Day, yet he ſeems as it were to be unmind- 
ful of himſelf, and to have his Heart all taken up with 
Concern about his Diſciples ; which he manifeſts in his 
; Ipending ſo much Time in comfprting and counſelling 
them, and praying for them with great Aﬀe&tion, Com- 
#7: hs paſſion, 
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p2ſion, earneſt Care agd fatherly Tenderneſs. And th 

Prayers that he made in the Garden of Gethſemane, a 
the amazing View of the Cup he was to drink the ne 
Day, ſeem to be intercefſory 3 eſpecially the laft of 4 

three Prayers which he there made, , when being in ſec, 
Agony, he prayed more earneſtly; and bis Sweat was as 
were great Drops of Blood falling down 1o the Grou f ; 
Wher he did not pray that the Cup might paſs fronx? 
him, as he had done before, but that God's Will miy /1Y 
be done. (Compare Luke xxii. 44. with Matt xxvi. 42} |. 
That Prayer, as the Apoſtle teaches us, Heb. v. 6, $7 
was a Prayer that he put up as our High Prieſt ; an} 
therefore muſt be a Prayer of Intercefſion for us, a Pra yet: . 
offered up with his Blood which he ſweat in his Agoriyhis x 
as Prayers were wont to be offered up with the Blood | 
of the Sacrifices in the Temple. His Prayer at 3 ; 
Time, Thy Will be done, was not only an Expreſſion of: 
Submiſſion, but had the Form of a Petition, as it is ny 


the Lora's Prayer. He prayed that God's Will mig 
be done 1n bis being enabled to do the Will of God, - : 


ſevering in Obedience unto Death z and in the ſuccef; 
of his Sufferings z which might in an eminent Manner bel' 
called the Will of God, as it is in P/. xl. 7, 8. Then, © * 
ſaid I, Lo, I come; 4 delight to do thy Will, O my\% 

God. £ ! 
Miniſters ſhould follow the Example of Chriſt in his '# 
Diligence and [.abortouſneſs in his Work. He went about 
doing Good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the Devih, |) 
Act. x. 38. So abundant was he in Labours, that often». 3 
times he ſcarcely allowed himſelf Time to eat or drink z MF 
inſomuch that his Friends ſometimes went out to lay hold tf 
of him, ſaying, He is befide himſelf. Mark iii. 20, 21. y 
That three Years and an halt of his publick Miniſtry was - 
{o fill'd with AQ nd + = "ah that one'of his Do 
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7 that conſtantly attended him, and was an Eye-witnefs of 
* his Activity, tells us, that if all that he did ſoould be 
* eoritien, the Wor'd would not contain the Books. 
Miniſters ſhould follow the Example of Chriſt, in his 
© Readineſs not only to Labour, but ſuffer for the Salva- 
© tion of Souls, to ſpend and be ſpent for them. In this 
7 Reſpe&t the Apoſtle Paul imitated his Lord and Maſter ; 
47 Philip. ii. 17. 7a, and if I be offered upon the Sacrifice 
17 and Service of your Faith, I joy and rejoyce with you all. 
= Col. i. 24. Hho now rejoyce in my Sufferings for you, and 
* fill up that which is behind of the Afliftions of Chriſt in my 
* Fleſh, for his Bodies ſake, which is the Church. 2. Cor. 
- xii. 15. And I will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for 
© you, Chriſt in his Prayers, Labours and Sufferings for 
* the Souls of Men, is repreſented as travelling in Birth 
with them. Ifai, liit. 11. He foall ſee of the Travel of his 
Soul. In like manner ſhould Miniſters travel for the Con- 
verſion and Salvation of their Hearers. They ſhould 
EF imitate the Faithfulneſs of Chriſt in his Miciſtry, in ſpeak- 
7 ing whatſoever God had commanded him, and declaring 
3 the whole Counſel of God. They ſhould imitate him in 
13 the Manner of his preaching; who taught not as the 
13 Scribes, but with Authority, boldly, zealouſly and fer- 
-1* wvently ; infiſting chiefly on the moſt important Things in 
Religion, being much in warning Men of the Danger of 
IF Damnation, ſetting forth the greatneſs of the future Miſery 
IF of the Uogodly ; infiſting not only on the outward, but 
3 allo the inward and ſpiritual Duties of Religion ; being 
3 much 1n declaring the great Provocation and Danger of 
83 Mfpiritual Pride, and a Seli-righteous Diſpoſition ; yet much 
mhting oo the Neceſſity and Importanc= of inherent Ho- 
haefs, and the Practice of Piety,. Behaving bimſelf with 
_ admirable Wiſdom in all that he ſaid and did in bis Mi- 


. paltry, amidft the mary Difficulties, Enemics and Temptar 
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tions he was ſurrounded with, wonderfully 
Diſcourſes to Perſons, Seaſuns and Occaſions : 
The Lord God hath given me the Tongue of the ye Y 
that I ſhould know how to ſpeak @ Word in Ow to bins. 
that is weary. * 

Miniſters ſhould follow their Maſter in his Zeal, 6: 
wonderfully mixed and temper'd with Gentleneſs and Cons.4 
deſcenſion in his dealing with Souls; preaching the [: 

1 to the Poor, and taking a gracious Notice from4 
Time to Time of little Children, And they ſhould imis'$ 
tate their Lord in his following the Work of the Mint» 
try, not from mercenary Views, or for the ſake of wor 1 * 
ly Advantages, but for God's Glory, and Men's Sal: is : 
on; and in having his Heart engaged in his Work ; &F 
being his great Delight, and his Meat to do the Will of # 
his Father, and finiſh his Work, Jobs iv. 34. and bavin "x 
his Heart ſet on the Succeſs of his great Undertaking i Þ 
the Salvation of Souls; this being the Joy that was ſe # 
before him, for which he run his Race, endured the - . 
Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame ; his Delight in the ProſpeE ? 


ur 
$ -. 


of the eternal Salvation of Souls, more than countervailing # 
the Dread he had of his extreme Sufferings.. Many Was #8 
ters could not quench his Love, neither could the Floods #8 
drown it, for his Love was ſtronger than Death z > 


than the mighty Pains and Torments of ſuch a Deatt 
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II. I proceed now to the ſecond Thing propoſed in che 
handling this Subjeft, which was to give ſome Reaſon | | 
why Miniſters of = Goſpel ſhould follow the Examp " ; 

of their great Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. WS: : 
| 1, They ſhould follow kis Example, becauſe he 
their Lord and Maſter, Chtiſt as he is a divine Pe 
ſon, is the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and ſo one of i in-| 
finite Digoity, t0-whom/our ſupreme Reſpet and Ada» 
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&* ration is due; and on that Account he 1s infinitely worthy 
© that we ſhould regard, not only his Precepts, but Ex- 
| ample. The infinite Greatneſs and Honourableneſs of 
| his Perſon- recommends his Virtues, and a Conformity to 
{| them as our greateſt Dignity and Honour, 
; Chrift is more eſpecially the Lord of Chriſtians ; who 
are therefore under ſpecial Obligations to follow him. 
; He is their Shepherd, and furely the Flock ſhould follow 
© their Shepherd. He is the Captain of their Salvation z 
' and it becomes Soldiers to follow their Captain and 
Leader. He is their Head 3 not only their Head of Rule 
and Authority, but their Head of Influence and Com- 
- munication, their vital Head, and Chriftians are Members 
of his Body : But Members, as partakers of the Life and 
Spirit of the Head, are conformed to the Head, 
$ But Chriſt 1s till in a more peculiar Manner the Lord 
ind Mafter of Miniſters of the Goſpel, as they are not 
# only Members of his Church, but the ' Officers of his 
{| Kingdom, and the dignified Servants of his Family. Tis 
- the ata of a People to imitate their Prince, but eſpe- 
' cially the Miniſters of his Kingdom, and Officers of his 
' Houſhold, *'Tis the Duty of the whole Army to follow 
| their General, but eſpecially of thoſe Officers that have a 
; Commiſſion under him. 
2. Miniſters of the Goſpel are in ſome ReſpeRs called 

* and devoted to the ſame Work. and Buſineſs that Chriſt 
* himſelf was appointed to, Miniſters are not Men's Medi- 
* ators; for there is but one Mediator between God and 
s Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus : They are not our Prieſts to 
* make Atonement and work out Righteouſneſs for us; for 
* "Chriſt by one offering has perfe&ed forever them that are 
fanRified They are not Lords over God's Heritage ; for 
one is. their Maſter, even Chriſt. But yet Miniſters of 
the =» + Serpapl : Rn ” under him, 


are 


Q ren ie. get HPP 


An Ordination-Sermon, 


are appointed to promote the Deſigns of that great Work! 
of Chriſt, the Work of Salvation. "Tis the Work that 
Miniſters are devoted to; and therefore they are repreſent-/? 
ed as Co-workers with Chriſt. 2 Cor. vi. 1. We then, « s 
workers together with him, beſeech you alſo that ye recerve | 
the Grace of God in vain, Chriſt is the Saviour of 
Ty of Men ; Miniſters alfo, are ſpoken of in Scrijnni A - 
Men's Souls. x Tim. iv. 16. In doing this, thoul [ 
fk botF ſave thy ſelf and them that bear thee. Rom. x. 14.8 
y any Means I may provoke to Emulation them which" 
ZH 4 Fleſh,.and might ſave ſome of them. 1 Cor. ix." 22. 
That I might by all means ſave ſome. And whereas *tis laid 
Obad. 21, Saviours ſhall come upon Mount Zion ; Minis 
ſters of the Goſpel are ſuppoſed to be there intended, * 
The Work of Miniſters is in many Reſpetts like the '* 
Work that Chriſt himſelf was appointed to, as the Saviour! 
of Men; and elpecially the ſame with the Work which 
Chriſt does in his Prophetical Office z only with this Dif= | 
ference, that Miniſters are to ſpeak and a& wholly under } 
Chriſt, as taught of himy as holding forth his Word, and? | 
by Light and Strength communicated from him. Chriſt | 
himſelt after his Baptiſm, followed the Work of the Mi-' 4 
niſtry: He was a Miniſter of the irue Sanfuary, (Heb$ 
viii. 2.) He ſpake and acted as his Father's Miniſter; was hi: 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and as ſuch preached and'adminis * # 
ſtred Sacraments. Paſtors of Churches are Miniſters of * 
the ſame Goſpel; but in their Miniſtry they uct as the _ 
Miniſters of Chriſt, Jeſus Chriſt is the great Biſhop of ? i j 
Souls; Miniſters are allo Bi/bops under him. Chriſt came 
into the World that be __ be the Light Fu the World; 
Miniſters are ſet to be Lights unto the Chu EEOC IT] 
alſo ſaid to be the = | of the apt 7, 14, Chriſt 
Is the bright a _ " Star; | | CFSSE if t 's I e 
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crap are called Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, Chriſt 
s People's Shepherd, ihe _— Shepherd, the great Shepherd 
Miaiſters are "iſo frequently called Shepherds, 
are direQted to feed the Flock of Chriſt, which he Pur- 
I wich his own Blood. 
1 Seeing therefore it is thus, that the Work that Miniſters 
7 are called and devoted to, is no other than the Work of 


or the Work that Chriſt does, certainly they ought 
'to do his Work ; which they don't do, unleſs they 1 —_—_— 
lirr oily as be does, or as he hath ſet * em an Exam _ 
| Example of Chriſt is moſt worthy of Mini 
| Infation: His ls Exxrople was perle&t, witiaſ Error, Ble-- 
© miſh or Defe&t; and therefore worthy co be made our 
" Rule, and co be regarded and followed without Exception, 
Limitation. or Reſerve; unleſs in thoſe Things which he 
did that were proper to his peculiar Office, Chriſt's Vir- 
tue was not only perfe&t, but was exerciſed in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, and under thoſe Trials, that render'd his virtu- 
ous Acts vaſtly the moſt amiable of any that ever appear- 
T7 ed in any Creature whether Man, or Angel. If wt con- 
| fider the Perfe&tion of the Virtue that Chrift exerciſed, his 
**. Virtue did exceed that of the moſt eminent Saints, more 
than the pureſt Gold exceeds the meaneft and fouleft Oar : 
2 And if we conſider the Manner of its Exerciſe, and the 
* Trials under which it was exerciſed, and the-bleſſed Fruits 
' © It has brought forth, ſo his Virtue exceeds that of al! other 
; perfeQtly innocent Creatures, and even of the brighteſt 
' Angel, as the Sun in its Glory exceeds the- Stars, 
F And this Example was ſet us in our own Nature, and 
ji fo OS] fitted for our Imitation. There was in the 
lt Jeſus, who was one of us, and dwelt among 
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lers in ſuch a World of Sorrow and Death: 
And then theſe amiable Exerciſes of Virtue in 
were exhibited chiefly in the Things which he did in thas\] 
Work wherein Miniſters are called to a& as Co-workery 
with him. The bright and glorious Example of Chirift”*: 
that is ſet before us, is chiefly in what he did during the” 
three Years and half of his publick Minifry; and in the 
Devotion, Heavenly-mindedneſs, Humility, Patience, 
Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs, Self-denial and Charity, which he. 
exerciſed in the Labours and Sufferings he went fect | 
for the good of the Souls of Men: And therefore is _—_ 
ly ſet for the. Imitation of thoſe who are ſet apart that 
may make it-the whole Buſineſs of their Lives to < 
the ſame good of. Souls. 'F 
4. Miniſters ſhould follow - that Example of Chriſt: 1 } 
which has been ſpoken of, becauſe if they are fit for Mi» p 
niſters, and are ſuch as have any Right to take that Work 'ﬀ . 
upon themſelves, Chriſt has ſet them this Example in m_—_— 
he has done for their Souls, 1 have given you an Ex 
(ſays Chriſt in the Text) that you ſhould do as 1 have 
TO YOU. Miniſters ſhould be animated in this Work. | 
by a great Love to the Souls of Men, and ſhould be rea» "8 
dy to ſpend and be ſpent for them; for Chriſt loved Them, ll f 
and gave himſelf for them; He loved them with a Love HB 
ſtronger than Death. They ſhould have Compaſſion to'78 
Men under their ſpiritual Miſeries, as Chriſt had Pity on 7} 
them, They ſhould be much in Prayer for the People of 2 
their Flock, conſidering how Chriſt prayed and agonized | 
for them, ia tears of Blood. They ſhould travel in minds 
with the Souls that are committed to their Care, 
their own Salvation is the Fruit of the Trav ol 
Soul. They ſhould exerciſe a meek and c 
Spirit to the mean and a ea} 0 
"er Ne Chriſt 
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Chriſt condeſcended to them, when they were wretched and 
miſerable and poor and blind and nakeg, and abaſed him- 


+ "ſelf to waſh their Feet. 


The chief Trials of Chriſt's Virtue, and' fo their moſt 


q bright and eminent Exerciſes were in the Abaſement, La- 


bour and Suffering, that he was the Subje&t of for our S:l- 
*vation. Which certainly may well endear thoſe Virrues 
-to us, and greatly engage us to imitate that Example : So 
*the Things whereof this Example conſiſts, were, Things 


- "by which we have infinite Benefit, without which we ſhould 


-have been unſpeakably miſerable for ever and ever, and by 
virtye of which we have ithe glorious Priviledge of the 
"Children of God, and have a full Title to the Crown of 


exceeding Glory, and Pleaſures for ever more, at God's 


_ ight Hand. . 


II. I now proceed, /as was propoſed, in the third Place, 


"to apply what has been ſaid to my felf, and others that 
- are employed in this ſacred Work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
and to ſuch as are about'to undertake it, or are Candidates 
{ For itz and particularly to him that is now to be ſolemnly 
| et apart to this Work in this Place. 


-— — Weare thoſe to whom theſe Things eſpecially belong : 
=We may hear Chriſt ſaying to us this Day, 7 have given 
you an Example, that ye ſhould do as 1 have done. For the 
: Words of Chrift in the Text were not only ſpoken to the 


twelve, but are alſo ſpoken unt? us. We have now had 


co i 


preſented to us, tho? in a-very imperfe&t Manner, the Ex- 


© ample that Chriſt bas ſet, and what Reaſons there are that 
| . we, above all others, ſhould imitate ic. 
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and appointed and devoted of God to be his Servants, 
be employed with Chrift, and under him, in his cxeag 
Work of the Salvation of the Souls of Men; and they 
Angels and Miniſters, The Angels are all of them, evet þ 
, the moſt exalted of them, ſubjected of God the Father 
cur Redeemer, and given to him as his Servants, to 
ſubſervient to the great Deſigns of his ſaving and glori 

ing his Ele&t; Heb. 1, 14. Are they not all nonifring 
Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of 
Salvation ? And doubtleſs, they were created for this very 3 
End ; God made-them for his Son, to be ſubſervient ta 
him in this great Work ; which ſeems to be the chief Des? 
ſign of all God's Works, And the Employment of Mi- : 
niſters of the Goſpel in this Reſpe&t, is like that of the 
glorious Angels. The Principalities and Powers in heavens i] Þ 
ly Places, eſteem it not any Debaſement, but their great” 
Honour, to be employed as Chriſt's Miniſters in” this *; 
Work ; for therein they are employed as the Miniſters of : 
Gd, in the greateſt and moſt honourable of all God's” 
Works ; that Work of God wherein his Glory is chiefly” 
diſplayed, and which his Heart was chiefly upon from 5 
Eternity, *Tis the Honour of the Son of God himſelf, [3 
that he is appointed to this Work, It was becauſe hee 
the Father infinitely loved his Son, and delighted ro putt 
Honour upon him, that he appointed him to be the Au»??? 
thor of that glorious Work of the Salvation.of Men; 33; 
. And when we conſider the Greatneſs, Importance and 
Excellency of i', we have Reaſon to be aſtoniſhed at the * + 
Condeſcenſion of God, that he would ever improve meer 
Creatures as Co-workers' and Miniſters of Chriſt in this /% 
Aﬀair; for who is ſu ICLEM! theſe Things ? 2 Cor, Un, A J. 22 
Who is fit, or Keyes 77 Pw equal to a. Work. © of ſuch 74 
Dignity, and hes ? Eſpecially. have we: 
to "ng. { wil employ no; only BRt'e 
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but feeble, frail, ſinful Worms of the Duſt, 
k, who need Redemption themſelves : And 
bp the Honou | that 18 | was 45 ey Faithful Miniſters, is in 
of the Angels: They 

to be that ind by ral that are the moſt dig- 

the two, For Chriſt makes his Angels to 4 
mining Spirits unto them, unto the faithful Miniſters; 
Sf og oe are their Angels: As faithful Miniſters 
|: | Tits Goſpel are not only Miniſters to the Church, but 
; Members of & Church, that Spouſe of the 
| | King of Glory, on whom the moſt glorious Angels, the 
vl Miniſters in the Court of Heaven, are appointed 
' toattend. And then Chriſt ſeems eſpecially to delight 
'! to carry on his Work of the Salvation of Souls, 


'of 


iniftrations of Men, who have that Nature that 
Chriſt is united to, and that are of thuſe Sons of Men 
ith whom he had his Delight before the World was 
nade. So it is by the Miniftration of Men, that the 
Scriptures are given ; they were the Penmen of the holy 
Bible ; and x ther the Goſpel is preached to the World : 
/ By them Ordinances are adminiftred, and thro? their Mi- 
— Niſtrations eſpecially Souls are converted. When Chriſt 
* himſelf was employed in the Work of the Miniſtry in 
the Time of his Humiliation, but few comparatively 
' were brought home to him, immediately by his Miniſtra- 
i tions : It pleaſed Chriſt to reſerve this Honour for his 
* Diſciples and Miniſters after his Aſcenſion, tro whom he 
IG that they ſhould in this Reſpeft do greater 
than he, Fob. xiv, 12. and. accordingly it was 

— their preaching "jw hun World was converted, 
and Satan's OD overthrown. Thus God delig hts 
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It will be our great Honour that we are called to this-*} 
Work of Chriſt, if therein we follow him ; for theres il 
we ſhall be like the Son of God : But if we are unfaithfgF! 


*. will be heinous in proportion to the Dignity of our ORs in 
and our final and everlaſting Diſgrace and Ignominy*? 1 
proportionably greatz and we who in Honour are ex»: 
alted up to "coma ſhall be caſt down proportionabl ably.| | 
low in —_ 2 : 

Let us further conſider, that our following the Example -| 
of Chriſt in.the Work of the Miniſtry, D the way tO] 
enjoy the ſenſible joyful Preſence of Chriſt with us. The + 
Diſciples had the Combort of Chriſt's Preſence and Cons +: 
verſation by following him, and going where he went, +: 
When we ceaſe to follow him, he will go from us, 
we ſhall ſoon looſe Sight of him, 

Our being conformed to Chriſt's Example, will alſo by) 4 
the way for us to_ be conformed to him, and 5 
with him in his Priviledges : *Tis the way for us to have 
his Joy fulfilled in us. Chriſt in doing the Work which 
the Father appointed him to, obtained a glorious Vi 
over his Enemies, and having ſpoiled Principalities 


34 


Powers, triumphed over them. If we imitate his I 
ample, it will be the way for us in like Manner to con» a 
quer Principalities and Powers, yea, to be much more. 
than Conquerors : It will be the way for us always to 
triumph in Chriſt Jeſus. Tt will be the way for us wi Ly 
obtain Succeſs in our Miniſtry, and aQtually to be made | j 
the happy Inftruments -of the Eternal Salvation of Wt 
Chriſt has-not only Tae GY 


ceſs in ow OD tc ory , Oar. 
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proved, and openly honoured and rewarded by God ; the 
* way to be brought to fit with Chriſt on his Throne, as 
® he is ſet down with the Father_ on his Throne. And as 


and Glory of Heaven, ſo our following his Example, will, 
7 be the way for us to be exalted to ine with him, as the 
BT Stars forever and ever. Dan. xii. 3. And as Chriſt in 
7! Heaven rejoices in his Succeſs, and will receive his 
7 Church, preſented to him without Spot, as his everlaſting 
7 Crown; 1o our imitating Chriſt in our Work, will be the 
; way to partake with Chriſt in this Joy, arid have the 
Souls, whoſe Salvation we are the Inſtruments of, to be 
# our Crown of Rejoicing forever. Thus Chriſt and we 
ſhall rejoice together in that World of Glory and Joy 
where there is no more Labour or Sorrow. And we muſt 
; enter into that Joy and Glory, in the way of following 
; Chriſt in our Work ; there is no other way for Miniſters 
kto enter there. 
# And that we may thus follow Chriſt's Example, and 
F be Partakers with him in his Glory, we had need to be 
F much in Prayer for his Spirit. Chriſt himſelf, tho the 
& Eternal Son of God, obtained the Holy Spirit for himſelf 
"3 in a way of Prayer, Luke iii, 21, 22. Jeſus being baptized, 
and praying, the Heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcended like a Dove upon bim. If we have the Spirit of 
-— Chriſt dwelling in us, we ſhall have Chriſt himſelf there- 
- by living in us, and then we ſhall undoubtedly live like 
$ him. If that Fountain of Light dwells richly in us, we 
= hall ſhine like him, and fo ſhall be burning and ſhining 
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! Chriſt is now exalted.to ſhine \as the bright Luminary , 


Ws | 
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'Tis natural, and as it were neceflary for us to nine 
|  _ thoſe whom we are much acquainted and converſant "I 
and bave a ſtrong Aﬀection for. 
And in order - our imitating Chriſt in the Work 
the Miniſtry, .in any tolerable Degree, we had need 
to have our Hearts overcharged, and Time filled up with 
worldly Afﬀetions, Cares and Purſuits. The Duties of * 28 
a Miniſter that have been recommended, are avrws 4} 
inconſiſtent with a Mind much taken up with worldly: J 
Profit, Glory, Amulements and Entertainments, e 2 
And another Thing that is of very great Importanceg 7: 24 
in order to our doing the Work that Chriſt did, is, that * 
we take heed that the Religion we promote, be that * I 
ſame Religion that Chriſt taught and promoted, \and not * 
any of its Counterfeits and delufive Appearances, or any | 
Thing ſubſtituted by the ſubtil Devices of Satan, or vain :: 
Imaginations of Men in Lieu of it. If we-are zealous: if 
and very diligent to promote Religion, but don't take }; 
good Care to diſtinguiſh true from falſe Religion, we :; 
ſhall be in Danger -of doing much more Hurt than Good, | 
with all our Zeal and AQtivity, 


IV. I come now to the fourth and laſt Thing at firſt + 
propoſed, viz. to ſhow wkit Improvement ſhould be # 
made of what has been ſaid, by the People of this Charel” : 
and Congregation, who are now about ſolemnlyto com-' 
mit- their Souls to the Charge of him whom they have 7 Þ 
choſen to be their Paſtor, 'and who is now about to be. in 
ſet apart to that Office. 'F 

, And you, my Brethren, as all of you have immortal Souls 'd 
to ſave, it yoo have on the Thi that b hays een £; 
e, that it not © i - atly con. | 


ni 
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worker with Chriſt for your Salvation z but that it inki- 
© nitely ' concerns you how you. receive him, and behave to- 
"wards him. Seeirg that it is for your eternal Salvation 
*that he is appointed. to watch and labour; and ſeeing his 
Buſineſs is to do the Work of Chrift for you, *tis natural 
and eaſy to infer, that your Reception and Entertainment 
of him ſhould in ſome Reſpe& imitate the Church's Re- 

ception of Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iv. 14. My Temptation 
which was in my Fleſh, ye deſpiſed not, nor' rejefied; but 
yeceived me as an Angel of God, even as Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt 
in the Text, commands thoſe whom he ſends, to follow 
his Example, and then in the 20 v. following, he dire&ts 
thoſe to whom he ſends them, how to treat them. - Yerily, 
werily, 1 ſay unto you, He that recerveth whomſover 1 ſend, 
* wecerveth me ; and he that receiveth me, recejveth him that 
ent me. Seeing the Work of your Miniſter is in ſome 
'Reſpe&ts the fame with che Work of Chriſt, and he is to 
be appointed and devoted to do, this Work for your Souls 
fo particular, furely you ſhould eſteem him very highly 
3n Love for his Work's ſake, and do all that is 'in your 
Power to help him, and. put him under the beſt Advan- 
| rages £0 imitate his great Maſter #n this Work, to give 
| himſelf wholly to his Work, as” Chriſt did during the 
7 Time of his Miniſtry, and: robe ſucceſsful in his Work. 
> :And as it was obſerved before, that it is impoſſible that 
= Miniſters ſhovid in any tolerable Degree imitate the Ex- 
= -ample-of Chriſt in their: Work, if their Minds are over- 
7 charged with worldly Cares\and Concerns, you ought fo 
3 10 provide for him” and ſupport him, that he ſhall have 
© :no need to entangle himſelt with theſe Things ; other- 


*} : wiſe you will: not only» bring a | great Temptation upon 
— SET 4 IE OE RSA - | 
{ -bim; which will vaſtly tend to hinder him in the Work 
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and miſerably ſtarve your own Souls, and the Souls c 
your Children, and will but cheat your: ſelves ; for = 
or temporal Concerns, -The way to. have —_— 
filled with Plenty, is to honour the Lord with —- 
Prov. iii. 9 | 
And as it is your Duty and Intereſt well to ſupport? 
him, and each one to: do what in him lies in all Reſpe&s? 
to encourage and help him,-and ftrengthen his Hands,F 
Truth in Love, treating him with the Honour due toat. 
Meſſenger of Chriſt, - carefully avoiding all Contention; 
particular, that you don't forſake him to follow thoſe, whoÞ 
under Pretence of extraordinary Purity, are doubtleſs doi : 
deavouring to draw off others trom the Miniſters ad 
Churches in the Land in general. E 
I hope it will be conſidered, that this is probably the laft , 
Time you will ever hear me ſpeak from the Pulpit, an is 
in the inviſible eternal World, where thele Things w ul 
open to us all in-their yuſt Importance. Wh 
Wiſhes and Prayers, that the God of all Grace women ns © 
with you, and your elect Paſtor, and that: he would 4 
may enjoy much of the Pre . of Chriſt with you | in} 
him 3. that in bam De be made up the. great Lol [ 
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will not be in the way to proſper either in your 1 
ſtance, and with the firſk Fruits of all your Increaſe 
your Miniſter, ſo it concerns you to pray earneſtly forte 
by attending diligently to his Miniſtry, receiving 
with him, and one with « another. And take heed i 
ing the Devil's Work, io ſeparacing themlelves; and. 
If you think I have ſpoken ſomething: freely to you, * 
that I ſhall never ſee you again *till we fee one another® 
And now nothing 1s left but to expreſs my fincere iN 
you in him a great and long laſting / Bleſſing, that 


eminent Caſlory;' e W wm 


| © F. xy wa 
— "> ©. »-— p " ae” 
>. —_ . 87 ol 3 
TD TN Ie on pH 
4 5 gs; Lf = 224 « pe 
— 4£'s 4s *i Y - % 
* s i x Br... "I v” < 


2 An Ordination-Sermon. 

"and on may-receive him as you ought to receive a 
# ith Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and may be a 27CA 
omfort to him, and ray receive great ſpirit oo 
© pal Benefit by his Means z and that you may bei 

:Crown of Rejoicing in the Day of the 1 
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